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Figure 3: To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement: “‘People like
me don’t have any say in what the government does.”

Source: Data blog | Armenians and Georgians lack confidence in their ability to influence
politics. OC-Media. Available at: https://oc-media.org/datablog-armenians-and-geor-
gilans-lack-confidence-in-their-ability-to-influence-politics/

These numbers represent a major challenge
for stakeholders and actors who wish to re-
verse the current alarming trends of authori-
tarian consolidation taking place in Georgia.
The relatedly high number of people who

are skeptical about their ability to compre-
hend and influence the political process
represents the main obstacle to increasing
political engagement and promoting partic-
ipatory politics.



WHY POLITICAL ENGAGING REMAINS

LOW IN GEORGIA

As it was already mentioned, political en-
gagement is the wide process that includes
individuals, institutions, and organizations
that influence, facilitate, or participate in po-

Citizens / Public

Individual citizens are the key actors in a
political engagement process that influences
politics through elections, protests, petitions,
or engaging online. However, the level of
citizen engagement in Georgia remains rel-
atively low. In addition to the already high

litical processes. The role of each actor and
the level of their engagement will be dis-
cussed below in more details.

level of skepticism and low level of partici-
pation in protests, opinion polls show that
alarmingly high number of respondents has
never signed a petition or demand/request,
even online (Figure 4).

Figure 4: Have you signed a petition or a demand/request, including an online petition?
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In other words, the role of citizens in partic-
ipatory politics in Georgia can be described
as passive, i.e. discussing, consuming news,

Political Parties

Political parties are one of the key instru-
ments that are supposed to mobilize voters,
set political agenda, and most importantly,
provide formal channels for political partic-
ipation (Kakachia et al. 2014). They can also
be viewed as a mediator between citizens/
voters and decision makers. Nonetheless,
an ideological vacuum exists in Georgia’s
political landscape. Especially voters with
liberal left and conservative right-leaning
are strongly underrepresented (Kakhishvili
et al. 2021). Political parties face no less of

Figure 5: Trust towards political parties

rather than active (campaigning, organiz-
ing). This could also be explained by dis-
belief that such a petition or demand might
bring any actual change.

an uphill battle to increase their engagement
and outreach in the regions (Samkharadze
2024) and among emigrant voters (Kaka-
badze 2024). Therefore, one of the main rea-
sons why citizens remain skeptical of their
power to influence politics and opt for the
more passive role of the observer is relat-
ed to the strength and strategies of political
parties in Georgia. For the last decade, trust
in political parties in Georgia has been con-
sistently low, reaching even as low as 7% in
2019 (figure 5).
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These numbers suggest that political parties
in Georgia struggle to reflect issues that are
relevant to a wider segment of population
and end up alienating people instead of in-

Governments and Public Institutions

Political participation implies the ability to
influence decision makers and engage in the
policymaking process. However, as public
trust in these institutions remains consis-
tently low, it represents a serious challenge
to promoting participatory politics. More
specifically, trust in courts in 2024 was
around 23%; executive government - 30%;
and the Parliament - 22% (Caucasus Barom-

Media and Civil Society Organizations

Last but not least, civil society organiza-
tions and the media (whether traditional or
online) are critical to enabling peer-to-peer
political interaction, content creation, and
rapid mobilization. In liberal democracies,
the media plays a key role in political en-
gagement and participatory politics by act-
ing as a bridge between citizens, political
actors, and institutions. However, in Geor-
gia, the media, fueled by domestic political
developments, remains highly polarized
(Kandelaki et al. 2024). This polarized media

creasing engagement (Alania 2025). The in-
ability of political parties to turn the tide and
increase public trust is a significant factor in
low levels of political engagement.

eter 2024). This low level of trust-whether
due to the “clan of judges” in the Georgian
judiciary or one-party rule and its use of ev-
ery state institution to serve a narrow par-
tisan interest-considerably affects citizens’
willingness to actively engage in the polit-
ical process. It also discourages them from
reaching out to public institutions to try to
advocate/demand particular policy change.

environment considerably limits the space
for informed discussion and public engage-
ment. Consequently, this leads to distrust
towards traditional media (figure 6) and in-
creased vulnerability to fake news and mis-
information. It must also be noted that the
ruling Georgian Dream party introduced
several amendments to broadcasting laws
that have further curtailed media freedom
in the country (Transparency International
Georgia 2025).



Figure 6: Trust towards Media
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Civil society, which includes non-govern-
mental organizations (NGOs), community
groups, unions, faith-based organizations,
advocacy groups, and grassroots move-
ments, is also a vital pillar of democracy
and a powerful force for inclusive political
engagement and social change. In a liberal
democracy, civil society amplifies citizens’
voices, holds governments accountable, and
encourages political participation. What is
important, civil society also mobilizes citi-
zens to engage in politics and channel their
demands into a concrete policy.

However, while civil society in Georgia is
successful at mobilizing protests and bring-

ing issues to the public’s attention, it fails to
change policies or channel citizens” demands
into concrete policy-related outcomes. In the
last couple of months, the Georgian Dream
introduced a range of amendments that re-
moved the requirement of including CSOs
in public decision-making. This move, fol-
lowing the Russian-style Foreign Agent
Registration bill and the grant law, has di-
minished the operational sphere for civil so-
ciety (Civil Georgia 2025). Consequently, the
smear campaign aimed at the CSOs, which
has followed the legislative restrictions, pos-
es a major challenge to increasing political
engagement in Georgia.
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CONCLUSION

The case of Georgia illustrates a significant
gap between public interest in political mat-
ters and active political participation. De-
spite vocal dissatisfaction expressed through
protests and online discourse, much of this
engagement remains episodic and fails to
influence institutional decision-making.
The core challenges include an authoritari-
an turn, deep skepticism in political institu-
tions, declining trust in media and parties,
and legislative restrictions that curtail civic
society’s operational space.

Hence, revitalizing political engagement in
Georgia is critical to countering authoritar-
ian consolidation and reversing the current
alarming trends. This process requires col-
laboration between civil society, pro-West-
ern political parties, and most importantly,
citizens themselves. The strategy needs to be
focused around several key aspects:

O  Reform political parties: They need
to reconnect with citizens by ad-
dressing everyday concerns and of-
fering clear, inclusive platforms that
invite participation. Political parties
need to strengthen outreach in ru-
ral areas and among marginalized
groups as well as foster internal de-
mocracy and transparency to regain
public trust;

QO  Support independent media and
CSOs: Encourage diverse, non-par-
tisan media and protect the oper-
ational freedom of civil society or-
ganizations to facilitate informed
public discourse and mobilize citi-
zens.

QO  Strengthen Civic Education: Educa-
tional programs should emphasize
political literacy, critical thinking,
and democratic values, especially
among young people.

O  Promote Digital Participation: Ex-
pand opportunities for meaningful
digital engagement-such as e-pe-
titions, online consultations, and
interactive civic tools-to empower
more citizens, particularly youth, to
get involved in shaping policy.

In the long-term, stakeholders will need to
focus on rebuilding trust in institutions to
reduce corruption and ensure inclusiveness
in decision-making processes. Only inclu-
sive, transparent, and participatory politics
can help Georgia reverse the current author-
itarian consolidation and sustain a resilient
democracy.
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