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As second in line of the Trio Presidency with Germany and Slovenia, Portugal takes over the rotating 
six-month Presidency of the Council of the European Union on 1 January 2021. After several months of 
hard negotiations on the Multiannual Financial Framework, the recovery instrument “Next Generation EU”, 
and the future relations between the United Kingdom and the European Union, Portugal will be in charge 
of following up on the outcome of such negotiations, while setting the agenda with its own priorities. 
These are likely to impact the European Union and its citizens for years and potentially even generations – 
including the perspective of the younger generation on current challenges hence is of utmost importance. 
This is the aim of the youth participation and youth exchange project #EngagEUrCouncil which provided 
26 young Europeans from Portugal, Germany, and Slovenia with knowledge and skills to formulate Youth 
Ideas for the Portuguese Council Presidency.

The 12 Youth Ideas presented here emerge as highly relevant and in touch with the priorities of the Portu-
guese Council Presidency. From the point of view of the Presidency these are inspiring perspectives, which 
reflect a moral impulse, as well as concrete policy ideas that will be certainly reflected upon by policy ma-
kers. I would focus on three points: 

First, the concern with social cohesion that is at the core of the proposals. The younger generation wor-
ries that the implementation of the Recovery and Resilience Plan and the new Multiannual Financial 
Framework is done in a fair, equitable and transparent manner, proposing anti-corruption measures that 
impede their misuse. In addition, showing their concern with future growth and the modernisation of the 
European economy, there is great emphasis that an important investment is linked to the green and digital 
economy. The focus on the objectives of enhancing social cohesion is also highly relevant in the discus-
sions, with proposals hinging on the best way to respond to the crisis and promote growth, employment, 
professional qualifications. Top priorities are the idea of a fair minimum wage in all Member States, social 
protection and inclusion, equal pay and gender equality. Gender equality, directed at closing the pay gap, 
are an operationalisation of the concerns of the Portuguese Presidency that is most welcome. 
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Youth Ideas for the Portuguese 
Council Presidency: 
Moral impulse, inspiring perspectives and concrete
policy recommendations

Youth Ideas as Innovative 
Remedy against Crises 

The European Union’s (EU) recent past from 2010 until 2020 has been a decade of crises. After dealing with 
the Eurozone debt crisis, the massive migration movements or Brexit, crises prevail in current years. The 
Covid-19 pandemic, the accelerating climate emergency and the Russian invasion of Ukraine that repre-
sents an attack on the fundamental purpose of European integration, namely to bring peace and prospe-
rity to the European continent, challenge the EU’s solidarity, economic recovery and strategic autonomy.

 Young people are especially affected by these crises: their future is at stake by the accelera-
ting climate crisis. Their (trans-European) mobility and education have taken a severe hit during the Co-
vid-19 pandemic. Youth unemployment is a concerning reality in many Member States and the war in 
Europe threatens to fundamentally change their future prospects. Therefore, it is necessary to include 
perspectives and ideas of younger generations in European policy making. The EU must create gateways 
for young people to engage in policymaking, listen to their concerns and incorporate their visions and 
solutions as an innovative remedy against the multitude of crises it is facing.

 At the beginning of 2020, Institut für Europäische Politik (IEP) set out to support this process. 
It developed the project “#EngagEUrCouncil: youth participation and youth exchange” which brought 
young citizens from Germany, Portugal and Slovenia together to formulate Youth Ideas for the Future of 
Europe. Based on the rotating Presidency of the Council, the adolescents worked together in three project 
cycles for the German, Portuguese and Slovenian Presidency, respectively. After each cycle, the young 
citizens presented their ideas and demands to decision-makers of the Council Presidency as well as the 
broader public.

 Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, #EngagEUrCouncil was adapted to be held virtually. This did not 
diminish the participants’ motivation. Overall, more than 70 Europeans collaborated within the framework 
of a Virtual Think Tank. Instructed by distinguished experts and supported by IEP, they detected demands 
for action, held interactive debates, tweaked formulations, and finally voted on most convincing ideas to 
tackle pressing issues. Finally, in November 2021, IEP brought together participants from all project cycles 
in Berlin for the network event #EngagEUrConference with the aim to develop existing ideas further as 
well as to create new ones. The ideas from this event were fed into the online platform of the Conference 
on the Future of Europe to achieve a wider impact.v
 The participants of #EngagEUrCouncil formulated ideas on a wide range of policy areas: from fo-
reign or asylum policy to climate policy and digitization as well as health policy or resilience. They not only 
demonstrated their ability to identify the most pressing problems, but also to see the  interconnectedness 
of policy areas. They show their understanding of inter-institutional decision-making and legislative com-
petences in the EU and know how to communicate their visions in the best way.

 The ideas are both clear and concise and call on the EU to bring about positive change as a glo-
bal leader, safeguard its democratic values and act comprehensively in order to be resilient in the future. 
Young participants demand a comprehensive migration policy that takes a humanitarian approach with 
rescue missions in the Mediterranean as well as support for local and regional municipalities and cities 
that are willing to take in refugees. Most noticeably, young participants support the adoption of qualified 
majority voting in foreign policy as a prerequisite for the EU to gain strategic sovereignty and an ability 
to act. They want to see the pursuance of European values to be applied in Free Trade Agreements, for 
instance in relations to China or in efforts to distribute vaccines worldwide. Climate change is another 
prominent concern that is addressed by numerous proposals. The participants strongly urge the EU to 
implement sustainability measures focused on structurally changing agricultural and industrial policies 
to benefit sustainable farming and circular economies. They call for a European railway and recycling sys-
tem. According to the youth, sustainability should also be regarded in investments for digital start-ups 



and businesses. For them, preparing for a digital and resilient future with regards to European values 
and equality, incorporates initiatives to develop humane and responsible use of AI as well as research 
into non-discriminatory algorithm design. Likewise, proposals are made to close the gender pay gap and 
improve work conditions in the health sector also for migrant workers which would benefit women, in 
particular. Last but not least, young participants favor the promotion of EU citizenship through exchange 
and participation for instance in a standing citizens’ assembly or through better incorporating citizens in 
the Enlargement process of the Western Balkans.

 During the past two years, we had the opportunity and privilege to get to know young Euro-
peans that are willing to take charge and participate. They have proven themselves as admonitory agen-
da-setters, competent policy makers and outspoken European citizens. This is reflected in their ideas that 
are inspiring in their aim to impact change and holding the EU accountable to its values. They are evi-
dence of the youth’s ability, willingness and motivation to work towards a better European future for all.

 With this booklet, IEP is proud to present these collected Youth Ideas to an even broader au-
dience. IEP would like to wholeheartedly thank its project partners Portuguese Institute of Internatio-
nal Relations, Lisbon, and Centre of International Relations, Ljubljana, for their expertise and support as 
well as Trans European Policy Studies Association (TEPSA) for the chance to present the Youth Ideas at its 
Pre-Presidency Conferences. We would like to thank Stiftung Mercator and the Press and Information Of-
fice of the Federal Government for funding and supporting the project and its various activities. Structural 
support also came from the Europe for Citizens Programme of the European Union.

 Similarly, IEP thanks the whole project team including its former members for implementing 
the project over a span of 2.5 years: Jana Schubert, Johannes Kohls, Roman Kindler, Sara Kibler, York Al-
brecht, Ann-Marie Rittler, Antonia Labitzky. Last, but not least IEP would like to thank the participants of 
#EngagEUrCouncil for their spirit, time and expertise which made the project so successful.

 We wish you an interesting read and hope these ideas inspire you to participate in forming the 
future of the European Union – regardless of your age.

Simone Klee 
Project Manager
Institut für Europäische Politik, Berlin

Funda Tekin
Director
Institut für Europäische Politik, Berlin
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Asylum & Migration  Policy

More than 15,000 humans have died at the European border in the Mediterranean Sea since 2015. Many more 
experienced violence and exploitation when seeking asylum (e.g. pushback operations or gender-based 
violence against women) in the European Union (EU). While we are waiting for the New Pact on Migration, the 
#EngagEUrCouncil Delegation for Asylum & Migration Policy calls upon the German EU Council Presidency to 
promote the following proposals to facilitate a common European response to asylum and migration and to 
ensure that people are treated with dignity and respect. 

End humanitarian emergency in the Mediterranean Sea
The situation in the Mediterranean Sea and on the Aegean islands is untenable. To end the dying in the Me-
diterranean, the return policy to conflict-torn countries like Libya, detentions and inhumane reception condi-
tions, the EU Member States should:

• Make available funding on a European level and redeploy search and rescue missions similar to the former
Italian mission Mare Nostrum; 

• Ensure relocation of asylum-seekers held in Greek camps which are overfilled with approx. 36,000 persons
as well as adequate and safe reception conditions; 

• Respect the principle of non-refoulement, implement measures to avoid detention (e.g. providing clear
and precise information about rights, duties and consequences of non-compliance to immigration proce-
dures or upholding individualised case management services), and prevent the spread of diseases in over-
crowded detention centres. 

Stop criminalisation of organisations that support and provide aid to refugees
Numerous NGOs, such as those that provide safe rescue operations and those actively involved in refugee 
support, are supplementing EU Member States in their task to provide international protection for migrants. 
These associations should not be criminalised for their significant contribution to humanitarian aid. Rather, a 
constructive cooperation between NGOs and Member States towards an improvement of the current situa-
tion of migrants and refugees should be implemented. NGOs should be supported in their work by integra-
ting their knowledge into EU action and facilitating their oversight of Member States’ and Frontex actions by 
creating contact points and complaint-procedures for refugees within the EU Member States. 

Support local and regional coalitions of the willing
Municipalities and regions that take in refugees on a voluntary basis should be supported, also financially. 
City networks like Solidarity Cities, Eurocities or Cities of Safe Harbours have indicated their political will to re-
ceive more refugees. With more than 120 Cities of Safe Harbours in Germany, the German Council Presidency 
and the European Commission should support such local and regional coalitions of the willing by:

• Reimbursing costs of integration and by providing additional financial support for municipal development;
• Creating opportunities for municipalities and regions that are not taking in refugees to provide flexible

solidarity by financial contributions or administrative support.

The EU is founded on human rights and solidarity. The current situation and the deadlock in the EU migration 
and asylum policy contradict these commitments. Therefore, we call on the EU Member States, the German 
Council Presidency, the Trio Presidency and the European Commission to end the current tragedy, to protect 
the most vulnerable and those providing support to them, and to work together towards effective solidarity 
mechanisms.
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der-based violence against women) in the European Union (EU). While we are waiting for the New Pact 
on Migration, the #EngagEUrCouncil Delegation for Asylum & Migration Policy calls upon the German EU 
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• Ensure relocation of asylum-seekers held in Greek camps which are overfilled with approx. 36,000 
personsas well as adequate and safe reception conditions; 
• Respect the principle of non-refoulement, implement measures to avoid detention (e.g. providing 
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The current situation and the deadlock in the EU migration and asylum policy contradict these commit-
ments. Therefore, we call on the EU Member States, the German Council Presidency, the Trio Presidency and 
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Climate Policy

The crisis caused by the current Covid-19 pandemic represents a challenge to European economies and socie-
ties. However, we cannot afford “recovery first, climate second“. If the EU and its Member States fail to connect 
the recovery from the crisis to the immediate need for action on climate change, they risk to violate their 
commitment to younger generations and the international community.  
Thus, the #EngagEUrCouncil Delegation for Climate Policy calls upon the German Council Presidency, to-
gether with the European Commission and the European Parliament, to turn the crisis into an opportunity 
and recover as a greener and more sustainable Union.

Green innovation package – a real Green Deal
The Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) is the central lever to ensure the European green transition. The 
current proposal by the European Commission is promising, but we call upon the German Council Presidency 
to go beyond the current Commission proposal. Therefore, it should ensure that climate transition remains a 
key focus of the Covid-19 recovery and the MFF by:

• Using the 750 billion Euro funds from “Next Generation EU” for an active common industrial policy with
the clear objective to kick-start green businesses and technologies;

• Increasing the share of climate-friendly agriculture funding within the 58 billion Euro (in 2020) allocated
to the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and ensuring to increase the yearly budget share of sustainable 
agriculture within the CAP;

• Allocating substantial funds to the further deepening of the Energy Union, with an intensified focus on
renewable energy, grid development and the corresponding financial commitment.

European rail system
Transport is a key element of the European Green Deal. Our vision is a sustainably interconnected Europe 
where international rail travel can compete with aerial travel both in terms of duration and pricing. Therefore:

• National railway infrastructure should be improved, and a proper European railway system with fast
connections between capitals and larger cities as well as coordinated scheduling should be implemented, 
where necessary with the use of subsidies;

• The German Council Presidency should lobby to include this in the economic stimulus package and allo-
cate a larger budget for the Connecting Europe Facility on Transport in the next MFF.

Participatory solutions
The green transformation is not possible without the commitment and ownership of citizens. A focus on 
more participatory policy-making is needed. To this end, the EU institutions should:

• Build upon the Conference on the Future of Europe framework and establish a bi-annual European Ci-
tizens’ Assembly with a representative but random selection of EU citizens to discuss and provide input on 
current policy proposals relating to climate policy;

• Strengthen existing tools for participatory policy-making. The consultation process in the ordinary legisla-
tive procedure should be facilitated and featured more prominently. The German Council Presidency should 
actively raise awareness for these opportunities of citizen participation;

• Furthermore, provide EU funding in an accessible way to local citizens’ initiatives with a green focus.

We do not ask “how dare you”; we ask you to dare, to understand crisis as opportunity. We, Europeans, are at 
a crucial moment of our history, and we must use it to emerge stronger, greener, and more sustainable on the 
other side of it.

The crisis caused by the current Covid-19 pandemic represents a challenge to European economies and 
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more sustainable Union.
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mented, where necessary with the use of subsidies;
•  The German Council Presidency should lobby to include this in the economic stimulus package and 
allo-cate a larger budget for the Connecting Europe Facility on Transport in the next MFF.

The green transformation is not possible without the commitment and ownership of citizens. A focus on 
more participatory policy-making is needed. To this end, the EU institutions should:
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As the world is ravaged by a global health crisis, geopolitical tensions and an accelerated climate crisis, it is 
more important than ever to clarify Europe’s role in the world and to provide the European Union (EU) with a 
clearer and stronger voice for its priorities on a global level. Thus, the #EngagEUrCouncil Delegation for Forei-
gn Policy calls upon the German Council Presidency, the European Council and the Member States to imple-
ment measures and to initiate reforms to streamline the EU’s Foreign Policy.

Introduce qualified majority voting in Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP)
To ensure effective and timely responses to global developments, the European Council should increase the 
EU’s capacity to act more decisively and avoid decision-making being disrupted by vested interests by ac-
tivating the “passerelle clause“ as laid out in Art. 31 (3) of the Treaty on European Union to extend qualified 
majority voting to CFSP, e.g. in case of threats to human rights, or to adopt sanction regimes, EU humanitarian 
assistance, and civilian missions in response to crises abroad. 

Promote and protect Europe’s values and human rights in the world
The EU institutions and the Member States should actively protect, enforce and advocate the values of rule of 
law, democracy, and human rights on the global stage. Through the strategic use of its external action tools in 
its bilateral and multilateral relations, the EU should specifically:

• Implement military and civilian peacekeeping missions in Syria and other conflict zones within its greater
neighbourhood;

• Initiate reforms of global governance mechanisms or institutions such as the  Geneva Convention on
Refugees regarding the definition of “refugees“ as well as the role of states and their obligations towards 
refugees, to better reflect and respond to the complexity of displacement today, and overcome deadlocks in 
the appellate body of the World Trade Organisation’s dispute settlement system;

• Expand and strengthen environmental and climate provisions in free trade and partnership agreements
as part of an ambitious climate diplomacy, in full accordance with the propositions of the #EngagEUrCouncil 
Delegation for Climate Policy.

Reform of EU Official Development Assistance (ODA)
With 75.2 billion euro in 2019, the EU and its Member States remain the largest donors of ODA. However, its 
full potential is hampered by inefficiency and a highly complex institutional landscape. To increase its impact, 
ease regulatory burdens, and provide more effective and sustainable development assistance to its partners, 
the Council Presidency should thus aim to streamline the EU’s development agenda, through:

• In the short term, initiating the implementation of the “Immediate steps“ to establish a strong policy cen-
ter in the EU as recommended by the High-Level Group of Wise Persons on the European financial architec-
ture for development, with a special focus on the reinforcement of ownership of development policy by the 
Council of the European Union;

• In the medium term, as part of the Trio Presidency, initiating a discussion on the reform of the EU’s ODA
architecture as part of the Conference on the Future of Europe, with the aim to further strengthening the EU 
Consensus on Development in accordance with the EU’s Global Strategy. 

The proposed policy actions will help the EU to clarify its procedures internally, take decisions more swiftly 
and decisively, thereby allowing it to speak with a single voice. This not only increases the EU’s ability in res-
ponding to global developments as well as threats and driving global change, but also to pursue and safe-
guard European values and interests and foster cooperation within the multilateral order.

Foreign Policy

As the world is ravaged by a global health crisis, geopolitical tensions and an accelerated climate crisis, it is 
more important than ever to clarify Europe’s role in the world and to provide the European Union (EU) with 
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neighbourhood;

• Initiate reforms of global governance mechanisms or institutions such as the  Geneva Convention on
Refugees regarding the definition of “refugees“ as well as the role of states and their obligations towards 
refugees, to better reflect and respond to the complexity of displacement today, and overcome deadlocks in 
the appellate body of the World Trade Organisation’s dispute settlement system;

• Expand and strengthen environmental and climate provisions in free trade and partnership agreements
as part of an ambitious climate diplomacy, in full accordance with the propositions of the #EngagEUrCouncil 
Delegation for Climate Policy.

Reform of EU Official Development Assistance (ODA)
With 75.2 billion euro in 2019, the EU and its Member States remain the largest donors of ODA. However, its 
full potential is hampered by inefficiency and a highly complex institutional landscape. To increase its impact, 
ease regulatory burdens, and provide more effective and sustainable development assistance to its partners, 
the Council Presidency should thus aim to streamline the EU’s development agenda, through:

• In the short term, initiating the implementation of the “Immediate steps“ to establish a strong policy cen-
ter in the EU as recommended by the High-Level Group of Wise Persons on the European financial architec-
ture for development, with a special focus on the reinforcement of ownership of development policy by the 
Council of the European Union;

• In the medium term, as part of the Trio Presidency, initiating a discussion on the reform of the EU’s ODA
architecture as part of the Conference on the Future of Europe, with the aim to further strengthening the EU 
Consensus on Development in accordance with the EU’s Global Strategy. 

The proposed policy actions will help the EU to clarify its procedures internally, take decisions more swiftly 
and decisively, thereby allowing it to speak with a single voice. This not only increases the EU’s ability in res-
ponding to global developments as well as threats and driving global change, but also to pursue and safe-
guard European values and interests and foster cooperation within the multilateral order.

Foreign Policy



Future of Europe

Amidst a digital revolution, further accelerated by the current crisis caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, and 
emerging euroscepticism and populism across the EU Member States, citizens must be further empowered 
to exert an active role in the EU decision-making process. To this end, the #EngagEUrCouncil Delegation for 
the Future of Europe calls upon the German Council Presidency to consider proposals to foster European 
citizenship.

Develop a unified Political Science Education Hub
We acknowledge the existence of individual institutions and events that already promote political educa-
tion; however, the European Commission and the German Council Presidency should recognise the need of a 
unified programme and a centralized coordination aiming at including diverse European voices beyond those 
citizens who already have a keen interest on the topics by:

• Developing a unified Political Science Education Hub, aimed at promoting political education among
European citizens by both virtual and face-to-face education;

• Promoting existing tools for information, education, and pan-European debates, and stepping them up
by launching additional workshops and lectures on the Erasmus+ Virtual Exchange platform, establishing a 
Political Science Summer School independent from political ideologies, and an online discussion room for 
European affairs. 

Create a European citizens’ assembly
The Presidency Trio of the Council of the EU (in cooperation with the European Parliament) should promote 
proposals that provide the citizens with the opportunity to take a more active role in EU decision-making 
processes, e.g. by:

• Creating a European citizens’ assembly, together with an increased transparency of that process. The
assembly should provide the citizens with the opportunity to debate ideas or introduce proposals on a 
universal suffrage basis that could directly be considered for discussion in the European Parliament and for 
appreciation by the Council. Within our vision, this assembly should randomly include 1,000 citizens from 
all Member States (with a quota for each one, based on population numbers), and be based on a rotational 
timeframe;

• Using both a wide range of digital meeting and communication tools as well as regular face-to-face infor-
mation events and national discussions to promote the debate initiated in the European citizens’ assembly. 

Create European-wide itinerant cultural events
The Trio Presidency of the Council of the EU should aim to create a sense of European identity and thus esta-
blish inter-cultural bonds, while sharing Member State’s culture and supporting a field that was particularly 
affected by the current Covid-19 pandemic by creating European-wide itinerant cultural events during their 
mandate. With a single programme for the whole mandate and in close cooperation with town halls and ex-
hibition institutions, this is an opportunity for the three presidency countries to showcase emerging national 
artists in fields such as audio-visual and plastic arts. We suggest that this event covers as many cities as pos-
sible, through all European countries, with closing events in the European capital(s) of culture. 

Our proposals aim to improve the sentiment of European citizenship, while supporting and promoting natio-
nal culture across borders, and engaging citizens to play a more active role in the decision-making process 
through the digital transformation. 
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Amidst a digital revolution, further accelerated by the current crisis caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, and
emerging euroscepticism and populism across the EU Member States, citizens must be further empowered
to exert an active role in the EU decision-making process. To this end, the #EngagEUrCouncil Delegation for
the Future of Europe calls upon the German Council Presidency to consider proposals to foster European
citizenship.

We acknowledge the existence of individual institutions and events that already promote political educa-
tion; however, the European Commission and the German Council Presidency should recognise the need of 
a unified programme and a centralized coordination aiming at including diverse European voices beyond 
those citizens who already have a keen interest on the topics by:

• Developing a unified Political Science Education Hub, aimed at promoting political education among 
European citizens by both virtual and face-to-face education;
• Promoting existing tools for information, education, and pan-European debates, and stepping them 
up by launching additional workshops and lectures on the Erasmus+ Virtual Exchange platform, esta-
blishing a Political Science Summer School independent from political ideologies, and an online discus-
sion room for European affairs.

The Presidency Trio of the Council of the EU (in cooperation with the European Parliament) should promote
proposals that provide the citizens with the opportunity to take a more active role in EU decision-making
processes, e.g. by:

• Creating a European citizens’ assembly, together with an increased transparency of that process. The 
assembly should provide the citizens with the opportunity to debate ideas or introduce proposals on a 
universal suffrage basis that could directly be considered for discussion in the European Parliament and 
for appreciation by the Council. Within our vision, this assembly should randomly include 1,000 citizens 
from all Member States (with a quota for each one, based on population numbers), and be based on a 
rotational timeframe;
• Using both a wide range of digital meeting and communication tools as well as regular face-to-face 
information events and national discussions to promote the debate initiated in the European citizens’ 
assembly.
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Economic and social inequality have risen sharply all across Europe since the beginning of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Therefore, the #EngagEUrCouncil Delegation for Social Policy calls upon the European Commission 
and the Council of the European Union not only to ensure the economic stability of the European Union (EU), 
but also to address the underlying social issues such as the growing gender inequality to stop undermining the 
social cohesion within the EU and its citizens. 

Agree on common criteria to calculate adequate minimum wages in each member state
We strongly believe that a minimum wage can contribute to the fight against poverty and help promoting social 
justice. We therefore greatly welcome the Council’s conclusions on the minimum income protection adopted 
on 9 October 2020 and highly support the European Commission’s proposal for an adequate minimum wage 
in the EU presented on 28 October 2020. Furthermore, we propose that appropriate Council configurations – 
mainly the Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs Council (EPSCO) and the Economic and 
Financial Affairs Council (ECOFIN), work on a formula that would allow every country to calculate its own 
national minimum wage based on the standards of living and the economic situation in the respective Member 
State, and ensure that this measure is implemented as soon as possible.

“The Social Resilience Package” for more equality
We greatly welcome the implementation of the Support to mitigate Unemployment Risks in an Emergency 
(SURE) aiming at protecting EU citizens and mitigating the socio-economic consequences of the COVID-19 
pandemic. However, we invite the Commission to develop a new proposal moving even further. Instead of 
distributing funds from “SURE” and other loans to enterprises and companies, Member States could tackle the 
social indicators such as poverty, education and NEET (Young people neither in employment nor in education 
and training) rates by redistributing money to help to achieve, maintain and even increase equality. As a result, 
each state would focus on using funds for a social resilience package, thus helping to improve its status quo on 
social indicators. We believe that such a package will help member states not only to recover from the current 
crisis, but also consolidate the values of the EU among its citizens.

Let’s close the Gender pay gap (GPG), now. 
The pandemic has increased the gender inequality in many Member States. Women are now even more likely 
to quit their jobs to assume unpaid care work. We therefore highly welcome the Commission’s proposal for a 
new Strategy on Gender Equality and emphasise that this strategy should be particularly ambitious in light of 
current circumstances. More than ever, it is crucial to implement measures to close the GPG. We therefore call 
upon the Portuguese Council Presidency, the EU Member States and the European Commission to prioritise 
the following issues: i) an educational intervention aimed at promoting initiatives that deconstruct gender 
roles, maximising the number of women that take well paid Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) 
careers or reach decision-making positions, and minimising sectoral segregation; ii) the implementation of 
social laws that create social support for families, through public institutions and promote parental leave for 
both parents;  iii) the implementation of wage transparency policies to establish fair incomes, and promote 
flexible work schedules; iv) an ongoing supervision to ensure the adoption of the implemented measures.

As representatives of the European Youth, we therefore urge you, the EU Member States, to take action in order 
to ensure the realisation of the European Pillar of Social Rights, and to overcome these growing inequalities 
across Europe.

Social Policy



Trade Policy

The European Union (EU) is an ever-evolving post-war construct which plays an important role for peace and 
security on the European Continent. A considerable economic and political value is attached to the European 
Union – amongst Member states – but also with external trading partners. The #EngagEUrCouncil Delegation 
on Trade Policy thus calls upon the Portuguese Council Presidency to make use of this vital policy field of the 
EU so that it is not limited to its borders but also aligned with all strategic partners.

Red Lines in Free Trade Agreements (FTAs)
We acknowledge the idea of free trade. Yet, red lines – from an environmental and human rights perspective – 
within existing FTAs must be highlighted e.g. by the Chief Trade Enforcement Officer. Beyond this, we strongly 
encourage the European Commission to consider three environmental protection lines for potential trading 
relations consisting of: 

• Implementing a threshold regarding the total percentage of forested area – in comparison to the previous
recorded year – aiming at including sanction mechanisms in case of missing the target marks.
• Implementing a threshold regarding CO₂ emissions per capita aiming at introducing a carbon tax in case
of excessive CO₂ emissions breaking the threshold.
• Considering the compliance of Human rights as defined by the UN Declaration of Human Rights as basic
requirement for concluding FTAs. The European Commission should underline this ambition by certain
embargos on weapon trade, face recognition technology, etc. This also includes basic labour rights.

Sino-EU Trade
We agree with the EU’s ambitions to obtain an EU-China Comprehensive Agreement on Investment (CAI) 
which would be a win-win situation for both actors. Yet, Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) are not defined as a 
geographical indicator and will not be protected. Furthermore, the subsidies to Chinese state-owned enterprises 
have risen and threatening free trade. We positively receive the signing of the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP) which shows China’s willingness to commit to the protection of IPRs. But any 
Sino-EU FTA needs to take the Red Lines into account. We ask the Portuguese Council Presidency, the European 
Commission and the European Council to take the following three demands into account:

• Since the status quo favours China, we call upon the Portuguese Presidency to set a mid-2021 deadline to
the EU-China talks. This will result in further negotiations and put an end to the unsustainable status quo.
• Also, the European Commission and the European Council must signal that a coordinated trade policy with 
the US towards China would be the next step if the current deal with China will be rejected.
• European trade is linked to our shared values. Considering the recent news about suspected human rights
violations in China, the EU must demand an independent investigation on this issue.

A renewed Union for the Mediterranean
The current deadlock regarding the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) must be broken and negotiations should 
be resumed. Taking into consideration the focus on Africa of the Portuguese Council Presidency, we propose to 
re-model the UfM as an effective platform for cooperation with Mediterranean countries. We acknowledge the 
limited timeframe of the Presidency and the difficulties of implementation, still the process should be initiated 
in the upcoming months. The UfM is an excellent opportunity for more equal relations between North African 
and Arabic countries on the one hand and the EU on the other hand. The revitalization of the UfM contains 
synergies which exceed pure trade benefits. Eventually, a successful UfM can serve as a basis for a coherent 
EU-Africa strategy.

The purpose of the ideas above-mentioned is to ensure that the EU enhances its political weight in a global 
world. It is essential that the European values are represented in FTAs with third countries concluded by the 
European Commission. Furthermore, it must be ensured that the best deal possible is made, be it with China or 
with the Mediterranean region.
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Foreign Policy

Since the world is currently shaped and threatened by the simultaneous rise of global challenges such as in-
creased pressure on the international rules-based order and an accelerating climate crisis, the #EngagEUrCoun-
cil Delegation for Foreign Policy urges the Portuguese Council Presidency to proactively prioritise the issues of 
peace, human rights, climate protection, development, and multilateralism.

Towards a comprehensive strategy with Africa
Considering the goals of the African Union’s Agenda 2063 and of the European Commission’s ambitions to de-
velop a new comprehensive strategy with Africa, the Portuguese Council Presidency should prioritise two ideas 
to be accomplished under the EU-African Partnership within a 10-year program in Sub-Saharan Africa starting 
in January 2021:

• Enhancing and securing access to clean water in drought-affected areas through facilitating investment in
infrastructures of seawater desalination and water-supply systems;
• Investing in research and flagship projects to analyse the impact of genetically modified seeds on increa-
sing crop yield and regenerating the soil in face of desertification processes.

Strengthening Efficiency and Coherence of the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP)
The unanimity-based decision-making procedure within the CFSP restricts the ability to act effectively and 
prevents the European Union (EU) from adequately and timely responding to international events and crises 
and acting concertedly in the coherent promotion of its core values while leaving the EU vulnerable to divisive 
pressure by third countries. Therefore, based on the communication COM (2018) 647 Final introduced by the 
previous Commission, we suggest – in line with the provisions under Article 31 Treaty on European Union (TEU) 
– to introduce qualified majority voting (QMV) to Council decisions in the following areas of CFSP:

• EU positions on human rights in multilateral fora and bilateral relationships with third countries,
• EU reactions concerning violations of international law by third countries,
• Adoption and amendment of EU sanction regimes,
• Establishment and implementation of civilian Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) missions.

Re-establishing and Enhancing Mission Sophia
From 2015 until early 2020, Mission Sophia (EUNAVFOR MED Operation Sophia) helped to rescue tens of thou-
sands of migrants in distress, while contributing to the reduction of life-threatening human trafficking and the 
enforcement of the United Nations-imposed weapons embargo on Libya. We call upon the EU Member States 
to re-establish Mission Sophia as well as to increase its operational strength, numbers of vessels, and person-
nel. Contributing to increased cooperation in the realm of CFSP, it allows the saving of thousands of lives who 
are currently relying on controversial actions of NGOs. Additionally, an enhanced mission allows the EU to end 
cooperation with the Libyan coastguard, which is repeatedly accused of human rights violations both at sea 
and on Libyan territory.

In order not to let the current plethora of serious international crises pass by inactively, we suggest advancing 
the CFSP both in its procedural efficiency and its substantial approach to sustainable development in Africa 
and humanitarian migration management in the Mediterranean.



Resilience

In order to meet current and future challenges such as the COVID-19 pandemic, the European Union (EU) needs 
to be more resilient than ever. In line with the Portuguese Council Presidency’s goals, the #EngagEUrCouncil 
Delegation for Resilience suggests policies to make the EU better prepared for future shocks, while strengthening 
citizens’ confidence in its functioning and making it more digital and sustainable.

Transparent FuturEU – to ensure decent spending of EU recovery funds
Despite being of highest priority for a functioning democracy, corruption retains its grip in too many parts 
of the world, including the EU. While being a rallying cry for citizen action in recent years, there remains a 
significant “implementation gap” between anti-corruption rules and practice. We therefore strongly support 
the European Commission’s proposal of 30 May 2018 for an EU Anti-Fraud Programme. Beyond the protection 
of the financial interests of the EU, we ask for greater transparency in the receipt of EU funds, since the quickly 
mobilised, enormous recovery funds are more likely than ever to be abused. We urge the Council of the EU, 
the European Parliament and the Commission to prioritise anti-corruption measures for the funds that will be 
disbursed through the new budget. To this end, we propose the establishment of a new mechanism, which 
would oversee the 2021-2027 Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) and the recovery instrument “Next 
Generation EU” (NGEU) to counter corruption while sustaining transparency.

CIRCLE – Critical Infrastructure for a Resilient, Coordinated, and Long-term Europe 
The EU has been required to be resilient on numerous occasions in the last decades: terrorism, financial crisis, 
migration crisis, and now, a pandemic. What is next? The climate crisis? Increased cyber-attacks? Currently, EU 
legislation considers energy and transport as the only essential systems providing vital economic and social 
functions and needing protection from natural and man-made shocks (critical infrastructure). Given new kinds of 
threats, we call on the European Commission to use its forthcoming proposal (leveraging its impact assessment 
this summer) to (i) broaden the 2008 Directive’s critical infrastructure list, (ii) boost vulnerability reporting, early 
warning systems, and coordination, and (iii) articulate with other programs (e.g. EU Civil Protection Mechanism). 
The Portuguese Council Presidency’s focus on migration, climate, and the economic recovery aligns with the 
short- and long-term impacts of this proposal. More than ever, it is time to square the CIRCLE!

Funding for Digital and Sustainable Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises (SMEs)
Digital transformation is one of the key topics the Portuguese Presidency aims to take further to align with the 
forthcoming 2030 Digital Targets. But how can these be achieved in an economic crisis while being balanced 
with the EU’s climate goals? As SMEs are the backbone of the European economy, building their resilience 
should be included to ensure a sustainable digital transformation. Despite 30 percent of the MFF and NGEU 
shall be allocated to sustainable investment fighting climate change, the budget is missing a specialised fund 
for sustainability-focused SMEs that operate in the digital economy. Therefore, and in order to encourage 
sustainable entrepreneurship during this crisis and to enable digital SMEs to expand their activities in the 
long term, we propose a centralised sustainability fund for digital SMEs. This dedicated fund for digital SMEs 
strengthening their sustainability features will scale up the EU’s economic resilience and broaden its presence 
in this growing economy.

Portuguese Council Presidencies have a tradition of setting long-term visions for the EU. Pursuing resilient 
policies will not only improve the lives of EU citizens but contribute to the long-term development, the ability 
to act and the prosperity of the EU.
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Digitalization

Digitalization will continue to dominate our everyday lives. Other global actors have decided to leave the digital 
transformation to economic imperatives. However, the EU has pledged to be a forerunner of responsible and 
ethical digitalization in its Digital Strategy. In this spirit, the #EngagEUrCouncil Digitalization Delegation calls 
upon the Slovenian Council Presidency to consider the following proposals as a concretisation of their priorities 
to ensure a fair, inclusive, innovative and sustainable digitalization.

Diversity in Algorithms
Algorithms are often biased. They are man-made and, thus, reflect human biases – in particular those of the 
programmer. These inherent prejudices make algorithms discriminate against minority groups. With respect 
to the Trio Presidency’s programme to advance the digital transformation of Europe, we propose to take the 
following actions to ensure that algorithms are fair and inclusive:

•  The establishment of a European Research Institute and Graduate Programme focussing on  non-discriminatory  
algorithm design. Its research staff and graduates should predominantly come from formerly underrepresented 
social groups, such as women or ethnic minorities, who often fall victim to algorithm-based discrimination. 
This will help to make algorithm design more diverse in the long term. Research will further help to minimize 
discrimination in the future.

• The introduction of an ambitious European Quality Certificate for algorithms to guarantee their fairness.

Digital Sustainability and Innovation
Digital technologies are key accelerators to achieve the goals of the European Green Deal (EGD). To shape the 
digital transformation sustainably, we urge the European institutions to increase the funding for emerging 
green and digital startups in the EGD’s Innovation Fund significantly, combining the two major challenges of 
our time simultaneously: climate change and digitalization. The additional funding should be financed through 
increased and more effective taxation of big, multinational companies in the digital sector. This will improve 
the EU’s independence, its comparative position in green tech worldwide and will make it more innovative. The 
EU needs to become the forerunner of green tech as this will increase its economic strength and, thus, its power 
to promote its solutions and democratic values in the world.

Humane and Responsible AI, Worldwide
We welcome the EU’s Artificial Intelligence Act (AIA) that promotes a safe and ethical use of AI and benefits 
the wellbeing of citizens. To strengthen the EU’s strategic position in a globalised, tech-dominated world and 
to promote the ethical use of AI abroad, we encourage the Slovenian Council Presidency to set up provisions 
for capacity building abroad. Through sharing knowledge and best practices on safe and responsible AI, 
promoting relevant skills in technology and creating economic incentives the EU can establish an ethical digital 
infrastructure with relevant actors. The EU should actively seek economic and academic collaboration in the 
field of AI with third countries. This will ensure that the EU has a say in the world’s digital transformation and 
that the rights and safety of its citizens are prioritised globally.

Digitalization needs to be fair, inclusive, innovative and sustainable. Our proposals contribute to the economic 
renewal of the EU based on a green and digital transition and to an improvement of the EU’s strategic position 
in the world regarding economic progress and humane innovation. We ask you to be ambitious and bold. We 
need the EU to be fit for the future. We need your action.

• The establishment of a European Research Institute and Graduate Programme focussing on non-discrimi-
natory algorithm design. Its research staff and graduates should predominantly come from formerly under-
represented social groups, such as women or ethnic minorities, who often fall victim to algorithm-based 
discrimination. This will help to make algorithm design more diverse in the long term. Research will further 
help to minimize discrimination in the future.
• The introduction of an ambitious European Quality Certificate for algorithms to guarantee their fairness.



Climate Policy

Arguably the biggest crisis of the 21st century, climate change, affects every aspect of our lives, transcending 
national and European borders. To respond to the rapidly advancing climate change, the #EngagEUrCouncil 
Climate Policy Delegation envisions an EU that leads by example and understands that solely collective action 
and fighting root causes, not only symptoms, will help tackle this all-encompassing systemic problem. Hence, 
we call the EU institutions and member states to act upon the following urgent propositions.

Reducing Carbon Emission 
We welcome that the EU defined the goal of becoming climate-neutral by 2050 in its European Green Deal (EGD). 
To achieve this aim, it is imperative to significantly lower the carbon emissions of all member states. We ask the 
Slovenian Council Presidency to pave the way for a European Carbon Tax introduction and the harmonization 
of already existing Carbon Taxes of several member states – mainly covering the sectors currently not included 
in the EU Emissions Trading System. The EU needs also to take responsibility for and radically reduce its 
consumption-based emissions stemming from trade, as opposed to solely production-based emissions, and 
include them in the EGD.

Fostering Circular EUconomy 
We strongly believe that sustained efforts and pace acceleration are needed to reach the vision of the EU as a 
carbon-neutral continent. To intensify efforts in this direction, we urge the EU institutions, building upon the 
Commission’s New Circular Action Plan, to strengthen the focus on circular EUconomy through future-oriented 
system changes such as the introduction of a European recycling and deposit system. In addition to existing 
initiative through the EGD, increased investments in sustainable infrastructure and renewable energies are 
urgently needed. We need to re-innovate our economy and understand sustainability as our future path instead 
of just a trend.

Enabling Sustainable Agriculture and Biodiversity 
Besides an optimization of agriculture and the enhancement of biodiversity, our current agriculture policies 
need to be reshaped. A change in food production and consumption patterns is essential and our oceans and 
forests value should be measured in more than solely their carbon sequestration value. Therefore, we ask the 
Council of the EU to investigate the development of sustainable packaging and novel ways of producing food 
such as vertical and urban farming. Crucially and long overdue, subsidies and investments in the dairy and 
meat industries need to decrease, while the potential of plant-based diets needs to be acknowledged and 
promoted. To fulfil its ambitions, the EU also needs to exercise greater control over species protection and catch 
limits on major sources of both livelihood and nutrition for millions of people, such as fish.

It is time for the EU to move beyond being a mere spectator to become the leader in sustainable development 
for the safety of our planet and the prosperity of the citizens, both now and for generations to come. We have 
the potential, we have the solutions, we are fully capable of achieving a sustainable future, but will you use this 
opportunity?



Enlargement Policy

The EU enlargement process has been stalled for several years now. Especially in countries of the Western 
Balkans, disillusionment in pro-European actors is spreading, endangering democratic reforms and pushing 
the accession candidates further away from the EU. The #EngagEUrCouncil Enlargement Policy Delegation 
urges the Slovenian Council Presidency to act as an advocate and mediator for a tangible accession prospect 
among governments and towards civil society, both in the accession countries and within the EU.

Strengthen civil society’s participation in the accession process
Welcoming that the continuation of the accession process for the Western Balkans is a priority for the Slovenian 
Council Presidency, we strongly believe that exchange programmes for high school and university students as 
well as vocational trainees are highly beneficial for the citizens’ support of the accession process. We therefore 
demand that the Council of the EU encourages the Commission to facilitate and set up secured funding for such 
programmes. Common European projects such as sports, theatre or festivals should also be considered in view 
of their potential contribution to connecting societies. We urge the European Parliament to voice its support 
in this matter, as the directly elected representatives have a close connection to their citizens. Furthermore, 
the Council of the EU, the Commission and Parliament should strive to include representatives of the Western 
Balkans’ civil societies in the Conference on the Future of Europe (CoFoE). The results of the CoFoE should be 
made accessible and concrete, with enough advertisement and an easy online registration.

Clear benchmarks for the accession process
In order to retain a positive momentum for the enlargement process, specific benchmarks for the accession 
process, as defined by the Copenhagen criteria and laid out in the chapters of the accession negotiations, 
should clearly address the progress achieved in specific chapters. We strongly believe that fulfilling the steps 
and understanding the progress towards accession made by candidates and EU institutions alike is of vital 
importance, as are honesty and transparency in communication. We therefore call upon the Slovenian Council 
Presidency to act as facilitator to ask the Commission and the General Affairs Council to use cohesive and 
reliable benchmarks for the accession process and to encourage EU member states to sensibly praise success or 
condemn drawbacks. We are convinced that clearly naming and referring to benchmarks in the evolution and 
growth of each candidate country, accompanied by a transparent and realistic perspective from either side, will 
pave the way for a more prosperous accession process.

Enhance the quality of country reports
We acknowledge the existing efforts to monitor the accession processes through country reports. However, 
they currently fail to adequately reflect the status of the accession process. So far, the reports have remained 
superficial, hindering an effective and positive accession process. We ask the Slovenian Council Presidency 
to address this by reserving more funding for the Commission for in-depth analysis in the reports and by 
including local civil society in candidate countries in writing the reports to guarantee a more nuanced and 
richer evaluation. Moreover, a comprehensive picture over the status of the accession process needs to include 
negative developments and setbacks as experienced and reported by civil society actors.

Our proposals aim to solve the deadlock of EU enlargement and create a plausible route for the accession of the 
Western Balkans. With membership in mind, the process should be feasible and provide a credible perspective, 
contributing significantly to the stability and prosperity of the region. To this end, we call for a stronger 
participation of civil society, clear and definitive benchmarks for accession and comprehensive country reports.



Health Policy

Health systems in Europe and worldwide are under mounting pressure. An acute shortage of healthcare workers 
strain to meet rising demand. Globally, the pandemic continues to highlight the gross inequalities of our 
political economy. At a time when collective action is desperately needed, many countries pursue inadequate, 
individual agendas. The #EngagEUrCouncil Health Policy Delegation calls upon the EU to step up to the task we 
collectively face and to promote healthcare for all.

Equitable Covid-19 Vaccine Distribution
The EU is leading the way in distributing existing vaccines. In addition to donations, we ask the Commission 
and the Council of the EU to push for a comprehensive plan to also boost global manufacturing capacity and 
effectively rollout vaccines through: Covid-19 related Intellectual Property waivers; sharing knowledge and 
resources; building manufacturing facilities in strategic locations and securing key supply chains; as well as 
developing regional competences by improving local infrastructures and coordinating distribution logistics 
with regional authorities in poorer regions such as the African Medical Regulatory Authorities.

European Health Union
Healthcare for all requires both national and international governance. We urge the Slovenian Council 
Presidency to promote coordinated actions between member states. A resilient and response-able Health 
Union, supported by inspired EU investment, will require the continued development of early-warning 
systems; best-practice guidelines and collaborative research; as well as a more integrated European Health 
Insurance system supported by a secure EU-wide patient-controlled database. A healthy union also requires 
achieving agreements amongst willing member states and developing common positions on a range of issues. 
Adopting a Health in All Policies approach, we urge the Council of the EU to advance agreements to divest from 
carbon-intensive industries – to withdraw support for unsustainable practices – to strengthen existing arms 
controls and develop common oversight and enforcement mechanisms – and to uphold the right to health as 
a fundamental right for all.

Health Workforce Conditions
To address workforce shortages, which are exacerbated by domestic and transnational migratory trends, we 
call on member states with the support of the EU institutions to take measures to:

• Collaboratively monitor migratory patterns to assess healthcare shortages, improve and reinforce working
conditions and women’s rights, particularly in poorer sending countries. This should also include the replacement 
of precarious self-employment contracts with regular employment contracts which uphold existing labour 
rights.

• Apply financial and career incentives to work in less attractive rural areas, to increase job flexibility between
urban and rural centres by developing job rotation systems, and to further foster urban-rural exchange through 
dispersed training opportunities.

Intensified efforts are required to address the many challenges we face today. The EU cannot afford to leave 
poorer global communities behind. We cannot afford to ignore violations of international rule of law. And 
we cannot afford to leave healthcare workers on the frontlines without material and innovative support. The 
political decisions we make today must aim to develop resilient healthcare systems that work for all! Is the EU 
to become ‘the Pharmacy of the World’ or a Leader in the Struggle for Global Health?

To address workforce shortages, which are exacerbated by domestic and transnational migratory trends, we call 
on member states with the support of the EU institutions to take measures to:

• Collaboratively monitor migratory patterns to assess healthcare shortages, improve and reinforce working 
conditions and women’s rights, particularly in poorer sending countries. This should also include the repla-
cement of precarious self-employment contracts with regular employment contracts which uphold existing 
labour rights.
• Apply financial and career incentives to work in less attractive rural areas, to increase job flexibility between 
urban and rural centres by developing job rotation systems, and to further foster urban-rural exchange 
through dispersed training opportunities.
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Foreign Policy

Since the world is currently shaped and threatened by the simultaneous rise of global challenges such as in-
creased pressure on the international rules-based order and an accelerating climate crisis, the #EngagEUrCoun-
cil Delegation for Foreign Policy urges the Portuguese Council Presidency to proactively prioritise the issues of 
peace, human rights, climate protection, development, and multilateralism.

Towards a comprehensive strategy with Africa
Considering the goals of the African Union’s Agenda 2063 and of the European Commission’s ambitions to de-
velop a new comprehensive strategy with Africa, the Portuguese Council Presidency should prioritise two ideas 
to be accomplished under the EU-African Partnership within a 10-year program in Sub-Saharan Africa starting 
in January 2021:

• Enhancing and securing access to clean water in drought-affected areas through facilitating investment in
infrastructures of seawater desalination and water-supply systems;
• Investing in research and flagship projects to analyse the impact of genetically modified seeds on increa-
sing crop yield and regenerating the soil in face of desertification processes.

Strengthening Efficiency and Coherence of the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP)
The unanimity-based decision-making procedure within the CFSP restricts the ability to act effectively and 
prevents the European Union (EU) from adequately and timely responding to international events and crises 
and acting concertedly in the coherent promotion of its core values while leaving the EU vulnerable to divisive 
pressure by third countries. Therefore, based on the communication COM (2018) 647 Final introduced by the 
previous Commission, we suggest – in line with the provisions under Article 31 Treaty on European Union (TEU) 
– to introduce qualified majority voting (QMV) to Council decisions in the following areas of CFSP:

• EU positions on human rights in multilateral fora and bilateral relationships with third countries,
• EU reactions concerning violations of international law by third countries,
• Adoption and amendment of EU sanction regimes,
• Establishment and implementation of civilian Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) missions.

Re-establishing and Enhancing Mission Sophia
From 2015 until early 2020, Mission Sophia (EUNAVFOR MED Operation Sophia) helped to rescue tens of thou-
sands of migrants in distress, while contributing to the reduction of life-threatening human trafficking and the 
enforcement of the United Nations-imposed weapons embargo on Libya. We call upon the EU Member States 
to re-establish Mission Sophia as well as to increase its operational strength, numbers of vessels, and person-
nel. Contributing to increased cooperation in the realm of CFSP, it allows the saving of thousands of lives who 
are currently relying on controversial actions of NGOs. Additionally, an enhanced mission allows the EU to end 
cooperation with the Libyan coastguard, which is repeatedly accused of human rights violations both at sea 
and on Libyan territory.

In order not to let the current plethora of serious international crises pass by inactively, we suggest advancing 
the CFSP both in its procedural efficiency and its substantial approach to sustainable development in Africa 
and humanitarian migration management in the Mediterranean.

As the world witnesses the rise of an increasing number of autocratic leaders, the values and ideals that are 
promoted by Western countries are increasingly challenged. The European Union (EU) finds itself in a posi-
tion where it must decide how and to what extent it wants to shape the global order. Once bold and hope-
ful, politics have become less ambitious and more reactive: Economic policies are now often formulated to 
protect the EU from adverse influences, asylum and migration policies have been overtaken by protective 
national border security ambitions and the once transformative approach of the European Neighbourhood 
Policy is now focusing on stability rather than reform.  
We, as the #EngagEUrConference delegation for “Europe in the World”, call upon the European Union to 
take a stronger stand and strengthen the EUs’ position in and its influence on the world.

 European strategic sovereignty as a concept refers to the “ability to act”, thus to the EU being able to formu-
late priorities and making its own decisions based on these priorities. While it is still a long way before the 
EU will achieve strategic sovereignty, the #EngagEUrConference delegation for Europe in the World appeals 
to the EU to focus on protecting the EU’s interests and promoting the EU’s norms, while making use of and 
maintaining multilateral relations.

Strategic sovereignty

 We have identified qualified majority voting as the main tool that would increase the strategic sovereignty 
of the EU, if used as the sole voting procedure on Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) matters. We 
want to emphasise the ability of QMV to overcome deadlock in CFSP policy decisions and to ensure swift 
decision-making by the EU as a whole and thus to protect and defend its interests internationally.

Qualified Majority Voting (QMV)

For the EU to play an active part in shaping the world order as an independent and norm-promoting actor, 
it should strengthen its role as a global leader and develop a comprehensive migration policy. We consider 
these two larger policy areas and subsequent issues as particularly important. The implementation of QMV 
would create a shift away from the paralysing nature of divergent national interests and allow the EU to 
position itself internationally as an independent and norm-promoting actor. On that account, we urge the 
EU…
        … in the area of comprehensive migration policy to
  • implement a rules-based relocation scheme with clear responsibilities for all states,
  • abolish Golden Visas,
  • improve conditions and services related to labour migration,
  • establish a coordinated and solidary asylum policy,
  • integrate asylum-seekers into the labour market;
        … in the area of global leadership to
  • foster sovereign relations with strategic blocs,
  • advocate human rights on a global scale,
  • strengthen development partnerships,
  • promote rules-based multilateralism.

Migration policy and global leadership

Enlargement Policy

The EU enlargement process has been stalled for several years now. Especially in countries of the Western 
Balkans, disillusionment in pro-European actors is spreading, endangering democratic reforms and pushing 
the accession candidates further away from the EU. The #EngagEUrCouncil Enlargement Policy Delegation 
urges the Slovenian Council Presidency to act as an advocate and mediator for a tangible accession prospect 
among governments and towards civil society, both in the accession countries and within the EU.

Strengthen civil society’s participation in the accession process
Welcoming that the continuation of the accession process for the Western Balkans is a priority for the Slovenian 
Council Presidency, we strongly believe that exchange programmes for high school and university students as 
well as vocational trainees are highly beneficial for the citizens’ support of the accession process. We therefore 
demand that the Council of the EU encourages the Commission to facilitate and set up secured funding for such 
programmes. Common European projects such as sports, theatre or festivals should also be considered in view 
of their potential contribution to connecting societies. We urge the European Parliament to voice its support 
in this matter, as the directly elected representatives have a close connection to their citizens. Furthermore, 
the Council of the EU, the Commission and Parliament should strive to include representatives of the Western 
Balkans’ civil societies in the Conference on the Future of Europe (CoFoE). The results of the CoFoE should be 
made accessible and concrete, with enough advertisement and an easy online registration.

Clear benchmarks for the accession process
In order to retain a positive momentum for the enlargement process, specific benchmarks for the accession 
process, as defined by the Copenhagen criteria and laid out in the chapters of the accession negotiations, 
should clearly address the progress achieved in specific chapters. We strongly believe that fulfilling the steps 
and understanding the progress towards accession made by candidates and EU institutions alike is of vital 
importance, as are honesty and transparency in communication. We therefore call upon the Slovenian Council 
Presidency to act as facilitator to ask the Commission and the General Affairs Council to use cohesive and 
reliable benchmarks for the accession process and to encourage EU member states to sensibly praise success or 
condemn drawbacks. We are convinced that clearly naming and referring to benchmarks in the evolution and 
growth of each candidate country, accompanied by a transparent and realistic perspective from either side, will 
pave the way for a more prosperous accession process.

Enhance the quality of country reports
We acknowledge the existing efforts to monitor the accession processes through country reports. However, 
they currently fail to adequately reflect the status of the accession process. So far, the reports have remained 
superficial, hindering an effective and positive accession process. We ask the Slovenian Council Presidency 
to address this by reserving more funding for the Commission for in-depth analysis in the reports and by 
including local civil society in candidate countries in writing the reports to guarantee a more nuanced and 
richer evaluation. Moreover, a comprehensive picture over the status of the accession process needs to include 
negative developments and setbacks as experienced and reported by civil society actors.

Our proposals aim to solve the deadlock of EU enlargement and create a plausible route for the accession of the 
Western Balkans. With membership in mind, the process should be feasible and provide a credible perspective, 
contributing significantly to the stability and prosperity of the region. To this end, we call for a stronger 
participation of civil society, clear and definitive benchmarks for accession and comprehensive country reports.
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Presidency to act as facilitator to ask the Commission and the General Affairs Council to use cohesive and 
reliable benchmarks for the accession process and to encourage EU member states to sensibly praise success or 
condemn drawbacks. We are convinced that clearly naming and referring to benchmarks in the evolution and 
growth of each candidate country, accompanied by a transparent and realistic perspective from either side, will 
pave the way for a more prosperous accession process.

Enhance the quality of country reports
We acknowledge the existing efforts to monitor the accession processes through country reports. However, 
they currently fail to adequately reflect the status of the accession process. So far, the reports have remained 
superficial, hindering an effective and positive accession process. We ask the Slovenian Council Presidency 
to address this by reserving more funding for the Commission for in-depth analysis in the reports and by 
including local civil society in candidate countries in writing the reports to guarantee a more nuanced and 
richer evaluation. Moreover, a comprehensive picture over the status of the accession process needs to include 
negative developments and setbacks as experienced and reported by civil society actors.

Our proposals aim to solve the deadlock of EU enlargement and create a plausible route for the accession of the 
Western Balkans. With membership in mind, the process should be feasible and provide a credible perspective, 
contributing significantly to the stability and prosperity of the region. To this end, we call for a stronger 
participation of civil society, clear and definitive benchmarks for accession and comprehensive country reports.

Enlargement Policy

The EU enlargement process has been stalled for several years now. Especially in countries of the Western 
Balkans, disillusionment in pro-European actors is spreading, endangering democratic reforms and pushing 
the accession candidates further away from the EU. The #EngagEUrCouncil Enlargement Policy Delegation 
urges the Slovenian Council Presidency to act as an advocate and mediator for a tangible accession prospect 
among governments and towards civil society, both in the accession countries and within the EU.

Strengthen civil society’s participation in the accession process
Welcoming that the continuation of the accession process for the Western Balkans is a priority for the Slovenian 
Council Presidency, we strongly believe that exchange programmes for high school and university students as 
well as vocational trainees are highly beneficial for the citizens’ support of the accession process. We therefore 
demand that the Council of the EU encourages the Commission to facilitate and set up secured funding for such 
programmes. Common European projects such as sports, theatre or festivals should also be considered in view 
of their potential contribution to connecting societies. We urge the European Parliament to voice its support 
in this matter, as the directly elected representatives have a close connection to their citizens. Furthermore, 
the Council of the EU, the Commission and Parliament should strive to include representatives of the Western 
Balkans’ civil societies in the Conference on the Future of Europe (CoFoE). The results of the CoFoE should be 
made accessible and concrete, with enough advertisement and an easy online registration.

Clear benchmarks for the accession process
In order to retain a positive momentum for the enlargement process, specific benchmarks for the accession 
process, as defined by the Copenhagen criteria and laid out in the chapters of the accession negotiations, 
should clearly address the progress achieved in specific chapters. We strongly believe that fulfilling the steps 
and understanding the progress towards accession made by candidates and EU institutions alike is of vital 
importance, as are honesty and transparency in communication. We therefore call upon the Slovenian Council 
Presidency to act as facilitator to ask the Commission and the General Affairs Council to use cohesive and 
reliable benchmarks for the accession process and to encourage EU member states to sensibly praise success or 
condemn drawbacks. We are convinced that clearly naming and referring to benchmarks in the evolution and 
growth of each candidate country, accompanied by a transparent and realistic perspective from either side, will 
pave the way for a more prosperous accession process.

Enhance the quality of country reports
We acknowledge the existing efforts to monitor the accession processes through country reports. However, 
they currently fail to adequately reflect the status of the accession process. So far, the reports have remained 
superficial, hindering an effective and positive accession process. We ask the Slovenian Council Presidency 
to address this by reserving more funding for the Commission for in-depth analysis in the reports and by 
including local civil society in candidate countries in writing the reports to guarantee a more nuanced and 
richer evaluation. Moreover, a comprehensive picture over the status of the accession process needs to include 
negative developments and setbacks as experienced and reported by civil society actors.

Our proposals aim to solve the deadlock of EU enlargement and create a plausible route for the accession of the 
Western Balkans. With membership in mind, the process should be feasible and provide a credible perspective, 
contributing significantly to the stability and prosperity of the region. To this end, we call for a stronger 
participation of civil society, clear and definitive benchmarks for accession and comprehensive country reports.

EU in the World



Climate Policy

Arguably the biggest crisis of the 21st century, climate change, affects every aspect of our lives, transcending 
national and European borders. To respond to the rapidly advancing climate change, the #EngagEUrCouncil 
Climate Policy Delegation envisions an EU that leads by example and understands that solely collective action 
and fighting root causes, not only symptoms, will help tackle this all-encompassing systemic problem. Hence, 
we call the EU institutions and member states to act upon the following urgent propositions.

Reducing Carbon Emission 
We welcome that the EU defined the goal of becoming climate-neutral by 2050 in its European Green Deal (EGD). 
To achieve this aim, it is imperative to significantly lower the carbon emissions of all member states. We ask the 
Slovenian Council Presidency to pave the way for a European Carbon Tax introduction and the harmonization 
of already existing Carbon Taxes of several member states – mainly covering the sectors currently not included 
in the EU Emissions Trading System. The EU needs also to take responsibility for and radically reduce its 
consumption-based emissions stemming from trade, as opposed to solely production-based emissions, and 
include them in the EGD.

Fostering Circular EUconomy 
We strongly believe that sustained efforts and pace acceleration are needed to reach the vision of the EU as a 
carbon-neutral continent. To intensify efforts in this direction, we urge the EU institutions, building upon the 
Commission’s New Circular Action Plan, to strengthen the focus on circular EUconomy through future-oriented 
system changes such as the introduction of a European recycling and deposit system. In addition to existing 
initiative through the EGD, increased investments in sustainable infrastructure and renewable energies are 
urgently needed. We need to re-innovate our economy and understand sustainability as our future path instead 
of just a trend.

Enabling Sustainable Agriculture and Biodiversity 
Besides an optimization of agriculture and the enhancement of biodiversity, our current agriculture policies 
need to be reshaped. A change in food production and consumption patterns is essential and our oceans and 
forests value should be measured in more than solely their carbon sequestration value. Therefore, we ask the 
Council of the EU to investigate the development of sustainable packaging and novel ways of producing food 
such as vertical and urban farming. Crucially and long overdue, subsidies and investments in the dairy and 
meat industries need to decrease, while the potential of plant-based diets needs to be acknowledged and 
promoted. To fulfil its ambitions, the EU also needs to exercise greater control over species protection and catch 
limits on major sources of both livelihood and nutrition for millions of people, such as fish.

It is time for the EU to move beyond being a mere spectator to become the leader in sustainable development 
for the safety of our planet and the prosperity of the citizens, both now and for generations to come. We have 
the potential, we have the solutions, we are fully capable of achieving a sustainable future, but will you use this 
opportunity?

Although several systems for recycling waste exist in Europe, data shows that a huge amount of (packa-
ging) waste is either burnt as an energy source or shipped globally, but also dumped polluting the environ-
ment. Existing legislation is implemented differently by the European member states and sometimes leads 
to contradictory systems as well as confusion for consumers. Thus, we urge the European Commission to 
introduce a European Recycling Standard on grounds of its legislative powers in the field of the Common 
Market. The standard should entail
        • creating an EU-wide recycling system,   
        • implementing a “Right to Repair” by subsidizing workshops and companies specializing on    
        recycling and repairing goods,   
        • introduce and increase obligations for companies to recycle resources and use deposit systems.
 
Grouping various national legislation and introducing a common European approach towards what we 
call the “Circular EUconomy” will help reduce the environmental impact of many resources and encourage 
consumers to decide against exclusively buying new products. Thus, market incentives should be applied 
that reward both companies and consumers for using recycled or repaired products.

As governments around the world have formally recognized the dangers of climate change, they have 
committed to actively creating more sustainable societies and economies. The European Union (EU) is ai-
ming to change existing policies and add new steps to reduce emissions. We, as the #EngagEUrConference 
delegation for “EU Climate and the Environment”, have formulated two specific measures that would help 
create a united European approach to tackle climate change.

The financial sector and its markets offer great opportunities to drive the economic transformation towar-
ds a sustainable future. Currently, however, there is a high level of insecurity among consumers, inves-
tors and companies regarding the labelling of products as “sustainable” or “green”. This fosters opacity and 
green-washing. Drawing on recent discussions on the EU taxonomy classification system for sustainable 
activities, we urge the European Commission to create a sound and profound definition of what “green 
investment” is. This definition should   
        • be based on the EU’s net zero goals, the European Green Deal as well as independent science,   
        • be compatible with the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals,   
        • include a maximum amount of CO2  compensation that companies are allowed to buy,   
        • remain adaptable for future corrections.

A clear definition of “green investment” offers two big opportunities: First, banks can be obligated to hold 
an adequate percentage of “green investments” in their security portfolios, which helps to incentivize other 
players to invest in seminal green technologies or sustainable start-ups too and to stabilize the emerging 
green markets. Second, the EU can issue an official label for financial products that fulfil the definition’s 
criteria and hereby make the financial market more transparent.

Green investment

European Recycling Standard (ERS)

Climate  and the Environment

Climate Policy

The crisis caused by the current Covid-19 pandemic represents a challenge to European economies and socie-
ties. However, we cannot afford “recovery first, climate second“. If the EU and its Member States fail to connect 
the recovery from the crisis to the immediate need for action on climate change, they risk to violate their 
commitment to younger generations and the international community.  
Thus, the #EngagEUrCouncil Delegation for Climate Policy calls upon the German Council Presidency, to-
gether with the European Commission and the European Parliament, to turn the crisis into an opportunity 
and recover as a greener and more sustainable Union.

Green innovation package – a real Green Deal
The Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) is the central lever to ensure the European green transition. The 
current proposal by the European Commission is promising, but we call upon the German Council Presidency 
to go beyond the current Commission proposal. Therefore, it should ensure that climate transition remains a 
key focus of the Covid-19 recovery and the MFF by:

•Using the 750 billion Euro funds from “Next Generation EU” for an active common industrial policy with
the clear objective to kick-start green businesses and technologies;

•Increasing the share of climate-friendly agriculture funding within the 58 billion Euro (in 2020) allocated
to the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and ensuring to increase the yearly budget share of sustainable 
agriculture within the CAP;

•Allocating substantial funds to the further deepening of the Energy Union, with an intensified focus on
renewable energy, grid development and the corresponding financial commitment.

European rail system
Transport is a key element of the European Green Deal. Our vision is a sustainably interconnected Europe 
where international rail travel can compete with aerial travel both in terms of duration and pricing. Therefore:

•National railway infrastructure should be improved, and a proper European railway system with fast
connections between capitals and larger cities as well as coordinated scheduling should be implemented, 
where necessary with the use of subsidies;

• The German Council Presidency should lobby to include this in the economic stimulus package and allo-
cate a larger budget for the Connecting Europe Facility on Transport in the next MFF.

Participatory solutions
The green transformation is not possible without the commitment and ownership of citizens. A focus on 
more participatory policy-making is needed. To this end, the EU institutions should:

•Build upon the Conference on the Future of Europe framework and establish a bi-annual European Ci-
tizens’ Assembly with a representative but random selection of EU citizens to discuss and provide input on 
current policy proposals relating to climate policy;

•Strengthen existing tools for participatory policy-making. The consultation process in the ordinary legisla-
tive procedure should be facilitated and featured more prominently. The German Council Presidency should 
actively raise awareness for these opportunities of citizen participation;

•Furthermore, provide EU funding in an accessible way to local citizens’ initiatives with a green focus.

We do not ask “how dare you”; we ask you to dare, to understand crisis as opportunity. We, Europeans, are at 
a crucial moment of our history, and we must use it to emerge stronger, greener, and more sustainable on the 
other side of it.



About #EngagEUrCouncil:
Youth exchange and youth participation in the context of 
the Trio EU Council Presidency of Germany, Portugal 
and Slovenia as well as the Conference on the Future of Europe.

Set the agenda with youth demands based on information and knowledge
#EngagEUrCouncil is based on a holistic proven and tested youth participation concept, which builds on 
three interlinked methodological components:
1) #YoungCitizens´FutureLabs that aim at sharing knowledge on the European Union
   and at identifying first demands.
2) #YoungExpertsLabs that aim at deepening the content of the demands developed.
3) #YouthIdeasPanel at TEPSA Pre-Presidency Conferences aimed at presenting the
 developed youth demands to political decision-makers.
These methodological components were grouped within a 6-month cycle of youth empowerment and 
agenda-setting for each presidency.

The effects of the Covid-19 pandemic have not passed on #EngagEUrCouncil. The pandemic, however, was 
just another reason to think about innovative ways of debating European solutions. In 2020 and 2021, #En-
gagEUrCouncil thus hosted a Virtual Think Tank for the idea development process with interactive debates 
and online meetings called “Virtual Labs“.

#EngagEUrCouncil: Youth participation via a Virtual Think Tank

The Conference on the Future of Europe offered the young participants the framework and the opportunity 
to further develop their ideas and to give them more political weight and visibility. The final networking 
event #EngagEUrConference created a forum for young participants to discuss and submit their ideas to 
the Conference on the Future of Europe, while participating in workshops to foster capacity and network 
building skills among the participating youth.

Further information on the project can be found at: www.iep-berlin.de

#EngagEUrConference: Forum for young ideas on the future of Europe

Protests against climate change and attacks on the freedom of expression in the age of digitization, or the 
promotion of the European project to oppose rising populism and nationalism – young EU citizens increa-
singly set the agenda with political demands that are relevant to society overall.

60 young citizens from Germany, Slovenia, and Portugal jointly formulated political demands based on 
knowledge and information they gained during the project. At the occasion of key political events, parti-
cipants had the unique opportunity to present their ideas to decision-makers of the Trio EU Council Presi-
dency of Germany, Portugal, and Slovenia in 2020 and 2021, and to the public. Targeting the Conference on 
the Future of Europe, the participants formulated and further developed key ideas and submitted those to 
the Conference’s online portal.

Young agenda-setters for Europe



Benedikt Heidgen, Germany 
Jessica Karrer, Germany 
Jorge Felix Cardoso, Portugal 
Manca Štritof, Slovenia
Maša Ocvirk, Slovenia 
Simon Otto, Germany
Erazem Pivk, Slovenia
Frauke Domgörgen, Germany 
João Gomes, Portugal
Johannes von Luckner, Germany 
Nicolas Gassen, Germany
Paulo Carvalho Da Silva, Portugal

Lina Atelj, Slovenia
Margherita Meissner, Germany/Italy 
Max Strobel, Germany
Meliha Muherina, Slovenia
Rita Matias, Portugal
Simon Happersberger, Germany
Erazem Novak, Slovenia 
Fabian Waiblinger, Germany 
Florian Bauer, Germany 
Francisca Martins, Portugal 
Martin Vogrin, Slovenia 
Stephan Naumann, Germany

German Council Presidency:

Ana Rafaela Rato de Oliveira Batista, Portugal 
Ana Sofia Souto, Portugal
Anka Grmek, Slovenia
Anna Gräfin von Pestalozza, Germany
Lukas Grundsfeld, Germany 
Tadej Uršič, Slovenia
Tim Dollnik, Germany
Anika Krenker, Slovenia
Anja Raduha, Slovenia
Carlos Teixeira, Portugal
Carolin Ida Heilig, Germany
Clarissa Roth, Germany
Marie Kepler, Germany

Cassandra Grützner, Germany
Francisco Paupério, Portugal
Maria do Mar Lopes Mateus da Costa, Portugal 
Mariana Riquito Pereira, Portugal
Mojca Gladek, Slovenia
Norah Nkatha Kirimi, Germany/Kenya
Petar Mrdović, Slovenia
Anna Steinmeier, Germany 
Carla Barroso, Portugal 
Florian Homeier, Germany 
Jan Falk Horstmann, Germany 
Kaja Iglič, Slovenia
Lan Horvat Kovač, Slovenia

Portuguese Council Presidency:

Alexandra Bumcke, Germany
Emil Schenkyr, Germany
Federico Campatelli, Germany/Italy
Kalina Dukovska, Slovenia/North Macedonia 
Marina Penteado Salomão, Germany/Brazil
Carina Trepke, Germany
Darragh Power, Germany/Ireland 
Leon Rosemeier, Germany
Maja Kogoj, Slovenia
Maria Roque, Portugal
Verena Märker, Germany

Jaimee Lau, Germany
João Novais, Portugal
Katharina Johanna Klotz, Germany 
Kristina Rilak, Slovenia
Magnus Offermanns, Germany/Austria 
Marisa Costa, Portugal
Blaž Zupanc, Slovenia
Hoi Cheong Chan, Germany/Hong Kong SAR 
Louisa Mandt, Germany
Mafalda de Albuquerque, Portugal
Nina Dobnik, Slovenia
Nora Kussmann, Germany

Slovenian Council Presidency:

#EngagEUrCouncil Participants
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Young agenda-setters for Europe 
Protests against climate change and attacks on the freedom of expression in the age of digitization, or 
the promotion of the EU project countering rising populism and nationalism – young EU citizens in-
creasingly set the agenda with political demands that are relevant to the broad spectrum of society. In 
the framework of the project, young citizens from Germany, Slovenia, and Portugal are invited to jointly 
formulate political demands based on knowledge and information they gain during the project. At the 
occasion of key political events, participants have the unique opportunity to present their ideas to deci-
sion-makers of the Trio EU Council Presidency of Germany, Portugal, and Slovenia in 2020 and 2021, and 
to the public.

#EngagEUrCouncil: Youth participation in Virtual Think Tank
Europe-wide discussions in times of contact barriers, border controls and travel warnings? The effects of 
the Covid-19 pandemic have not passed on #EngagEUrCouncil. But the pandemic is just another reason 
to think about innovative European solutions based on knowledge. In 2020, #EngagEUrCouncil is thus 
hosting a Virtual Think Tank, in which the young participants already developed ideas for the German 
Council Presidency and will jointly think about innovative demands for the Portuguese Council Presiden-
cy through interactive debates and webinars. 

Germany, Slovenia, and Portugal – an innovative triangle
The upcoming Trio EU Council Presidency is geographically, historically, and socio-economically highly 
diverse and is likely to induce multilayered, constructive and critical debates about EU policy. This 
will lead to the development of new (young) ideas for the Future of Europe in the framework of the 
 #EngagEUrCouncil project to integrate a constructive and sustainable youth dimension into the Trio EU 
Council Presidency.

Set the agenda with youth demands based on information and knowledge 
#EngagEUrCouncil is based on a holistic proven and tested youth partiticipation concept which builds on 
three interlinked methodological components. 

• #YoungCitizens´FutureLabs that aim at sharing knowledge on the European Union and at identifying
first demands.

• #YoungExpertsLabs that aim at deepening the content of the demands developed.
• #YouthIdeasPanel at TEPSA Pre-Presidency Conferences aimed at presenting the developed youth

demands to political decision-makers. 

These methodological components altogether establish a 6-month cycle of youth empowerment and 
agenda-setting. This cycle is implemented for the German, the Portuguese, and the Slovenian Presidency 
respectively.

About #EngagEUrCouncil:
Youth exchange and youth participation in the Trio EU 
Council Presidency of Germany, Portugal & Slovenia
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