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CHRONOLOGY OF NEGOTIATIONS ON THE CONFERENCE ON THE FUTURE OF EUROPE (COFOE) 

2019 4th March FRA
French President Macron proposes to launch a CoFoE during the European electoral campaign. 

Speech by Emmanuel Macron: For European Renewal.

16th July COM
Ursula von der Leyen follows up on Macron’s proposal in an election bid to the EP.

Opening Statement by von der Leyen.

10th September COM
The new Commission’s Political Guidelines include a plan to launch a CoFoE.

Von der Leyen: A Union that strives for more. My agenda for Europe.

27th November FRA/GER
Franco-German Non-Paper on key questions and guidelines lays out a proposed structure  

and timetable for a CoFoE.

1st December COM
In the Mission Letter to Commissioner Šuica Commission President von der Leyen  

gives her the responsibility to lead the Commission’s work on the CoFoE.

12th December EUCO The European Council asks the Croatian Presidency to work on a Council position on the CoFoE.

2020 15th January EP The EP adopts a resolution: »the European Parliament’s Position on the CoFoE«.

22nd January COM The Commission adopts its position in a communication: »Shaping the Conference on the Future of Europe«.

12th February CoR The Committee of the Regions adopts a position in its Draft Resolution on the CoFoE.

13th April  PRESS Commissioner Šuica questions in an interview that someone is interested in institutional reforms.

17th April EP
EP expresses in a resolution on the COVID-19 pandemic the need to convene the CoFoE  

as soon as possible »to bring about a profound reform of the Union«.

5th May EP
An EP Working Document on the 70th Anniversary of the Schuman Declaration,  

stresses the need for institutional reforms and citizen’s participation in the CoFoE.

24th May PRESS
The Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung reports that Angela Merkel said  

the outcome of the CoFoE could include treaty changes.

16th June  PRESS
Mehreen Khan reports that neither the Commission nor the member states back the CoFoE,  

which has been dismissed as a »plaything to distract MEP« in early 2020.

18th June EP
The EP adopts a resolution on the CoFoE regarding the COVID-19 situation  

and urges the Council to adopt a position.

24th June COUNCIL The Council adopts its position.

24th November PARTIES CDU/CSU-Group in the EP publishes a position paper for the beginning of the CoFoE and outlines its priorities.

26th November EP
The EP calls in its resolution »Stocktaking of European elections« for an »ambitious, interactive and inclusive« CoFoE  

to »bring about significant changes to the policies and the institutional architecture of the EU«.

9th December PARTIES The S&D Group in the EP publishes its priorities for the CoFoE.

17th December                                      
COUNCIL /
EP / COM

The institutions agree on their legislative priorities for 2021,  
committing themselves to citizens’ participation in the CoFoE.

2021 12th January EP Several MEPs call for a start of the Conference on the Future of Europe in an op-ed article at EU Observer.

12nd February EP
The AFCO-Committee reflects in a Working Document on how to organise citizens’  

and civil society participation in the CoFoE.

5th March
EP / COM /
COUNCIL

With a Joint Declaration, the EU institutions concluded an agreement  
on the structure and scope of the CoFoE.

https://www.elysee.fr/emmanuel-macron/2019/03/04/for-european-renewal.en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/SPEECH_19_4230
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/political-guidelines-next-commission_en.pdf
https://www.politico.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Conference-on-the-Future-of-Europe.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/sites/comm-cwt2019/files/commissioner_mission_letters/mission-letter-dubravka-suica_en.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/41768/12-euco-final-conclusions-en.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0010_EN.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0027&from=EN
https://cor.europa.eu/en/news/Documents/Draft Resolution Conference Future of Europe.pdf
https://www.ft.com/content/b7fd7f3c-e97b-4d96-870e-907cef8985d1
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0054_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/208891/WD-70th anniversary Schuman Declaration_EN.pdf
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/politik/ausland/merkel-gibt-der-konferenz-fuer-europas-zukunft-schwung-16784067.html
https://www.ft.com/content/1976c3eb-4dcc-4bb3-a82e-b3f702558820
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0153_EN.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/44679/st09102-en20.pdf
https://www.cducsu.eu/sites/www.cducsu.eu/files/downloads/positionspapiere/cducsu_zurzukunfteuropas_en.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0327_EN.html
https://www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu/sites/default/files/2020-12/sd_strategy_cofe_en_201210.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201217IPR94201/eu-institutions-establish-common-priorities-for-2021-and-until-next-elections
https://euobserver.com/opinion/150564
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/230266/AFCO%20Working%20Document%20on%20Citizens%20and%20Civil%20Society%20Participation%20in%20the%20C.O.F.E.%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6796-2021-INIT/en/pdf

